180            A MIDSUMMER-NIGHT'S DREAM.
Use of Prose in "A Midsummer-Night's Bream."
Shakespeare habitually uses prose (1) where the characters are of lowly position, and (2) in parts which sink below a high poetic or dramatic level. Hence in A Midsummer-Night's Dream prose is used when Bottom and his fellow-mechanicals are discussing the arrangements for their play; and in the conversational remarks of Theseus and his courtiers during the performance of the interlude.
X.   Figures of Rhetoric or Figures of Speech.
Figures of Rhetoric are ornaments of style used for the purpose of heightening the effect of the words employed by increasing their force or suggestiveness. They may be classified according as their effect is obtained, (1) by the use of the words in other than their strictly literal meaning; (2) by some special arrangement of the words. The following are examples of some of the more important figures found in A Midsummer-Night?s Dream :
i. Figures in which the words are used in other than the
literal meaning*.
(These figures are sometimes called Tropes, i.e. "turns" of expression.)
1. Simile (L. similis, like) is employed to express a resemblance between two things of different kind. It is one of the most frequently employed figures in poetry, and is introduced by the words as, like, or as . . . so.
" The moon, like to a silver bow."                          I. 1, 9.
" As the heresies that men do leave Are hated most of those they did deceive, So thou, my surfeit and my heresy, Of all be hated, but the most of me !"        n. 2. 139-42. " Most brisky Juvenal and eke most lovely Jew, As true as truest horse that yet would never tire."
in. 1. 84-5. "Yet you, the murderer, look as bright, as clear,
As yonder Venus in her glimmering sphere"   in. 2. 60-1.
2. Metaphor (Gr. meta, change; phero, I bear) is a bolder
figure, in which the name of one thing is transferred to another
to which it bears some resemblance.    It is a very common figures
in poetry.
" Your eyes are lode-stars."                               I. l. 183.
" To-morrow night, when Phoebe doth behold Her silver visage in the watery glass, Decking with liquid pearl the bladed grass,"
I. 1. 209-1 i.